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RIGHT HONORABLE 


Sir JOUN HOLT, 


LORD CHIEF JUSTICE 
Oo F 
ENGL . ND 
AND. 


One of their Majeſties moſt Honorable 
Privy Council. 
My Lorp, 

JL * thout leave I preſume to prefix Your 

Lordſhips Name to this Diſcourſe. 
That it was Preachd, 1 my ſelf fland ac- 
countable ; but that it was Printed, [t has 
Nothing to juſtify it but Your Lordſhip's Com- 
mand, whom nothing can or do's refift. For 
the greateſt Obſcurities of the Law, Its moſt. 
 ſullen difficulties ſcatterbefore Your Lordſhip's 
Eye, as the Clouds before the Sun. The moſt 


mtricate knatty Caſes, You untye with that 
Eaſe and Dexterity, as that they ſeem of them- 
ſetves to open. It 1s not m Tou to cut or force, 
1t confiſts not with that ſweetneſs of Temper, 
by which You ſo charm all Tou have to deal 
with, as that You ſeem moſt deſervedly to ty 
herit that Glorious Title of the Great Velſpa- 
ſian, of bees the Darlmg of Mankind. For 
the very Curſe of the Law You manage with 
that Tenderneſs and Indulzgent Afeftion, as 
even that the Condemnd go away ſatisfied, 
if not pleasd. That I might not therefore 
appear the only flubborn : m Nature, I 
ſubmit, and ſubſcribe my Self, 


My Lord, 
Your Honors moſt humble 


andobedient Seryant, 


AB. CaMP1ON. 


g E . M oO N 
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Except the Lord keep the Gy, the Watch- 
| man waketh but 1 HL var. 


Great, and pregnant truth, that de- 
L ſerves to be. fixd as-a Motto to every 


| Charter. It holds good in what eyer 
ſenſe we take the word City. It is true of all 
| ſorts of Societies, greater or leſs, families or Em- 
pires; From the hittle dirty Prince ofa Cottage, 
_ to the proudeft Monarch, that ftiles himſelf 
- Kingo Kings and Lord of the whole Earth; of 
Him: eſpecially moſt true; ſo diſproportionate 
are his abilities, to the weight of his burthen, 
Fs except the Lord hy ant Him, He 1s un- 
one. . : 
: It may. rhaps be thought an noncoelliry u un- 
5 LH ering to proye or vindicate an Kato bm 
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Prov idence. The —_ bs Is appear'd 
in ſome meaſure ſenſible of it; but yet. it muſt 
beſaid, that it ſeems to have had but a difturb'd 
_ Pofſeflion itt the niinds of Men, ſometimes con- 
f{(#d, ſometimes donbted of, or diſputed againft, 
but almoſt always practiced againſt. 
' The Epicurean wastath to: Suthus Godto the 
trouble of looking after the World, thinking all 
happineſs to confift in a ſlothful eaſe and — 
nothing to do; like. ſome Men of Quality 
- Fortune, conceiving all bufineſs > profeſsn d. _ 
| > + dpatrancds anda: mark of Honour to be 
| The S#oick made his God a ſervant to ſome- © 
thing, 'or. rather nothing ; "He knew not what, 
— but” ealfd it: Fee." | But to put the beſt inter- 
pretation his: Fate: ſeems capable of; He repre-. 
nated his God, if tying'up' his- own hands by 
his own-poſitive peremptory Decrecs, as-that 
he thereby! deſtroy/d-if not all Providenceyet 
all Religion; (3e;)-all ſuch"Providence%as'is 
the true- foundation of Religion. Foriif it were 
true that God- took ſuch/ an Netw care'of all 


every one his port by verfible Decree. 
what ever. thanks _y be hos from oaks who | 


*H "layo'n proſe erous bene cial lovin this World, 
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in. vain to pray to, or implore the aid and aſ- 
fiſtance of their: God in times of danger or di- 
ſtres, if allthings were from. the firſt ſullenly 
fixd, ſo as not to have left to Himſelf liberty - 
to fuccour the oppreſled, reward the good, or 
puniſh the, wicked: To which the Apoſtle af- 
ſents as a thing fundamentally requiſite to all 


Religion,: ''That- 2vboſoever: would come unto Heb.n. 


God, muſt believe that-He is a Rewarder of 
fach as diligently ſeek him. 

Some there are who under the Name of For- - 
tune have: fallen very foul: upon Providence; 
For this they muſt mean if any thing ;: If For- 
Zune be nota meer name, a fancy, a word with- 
out ſenſe, an Inviſible overruling Power muſt 
be underſtood thereby; which is:the Providence 
we contend for. - But yet:how infamouſly do's 
ſhe ftand branded. for. her blindneſs, her levity 
and jnconſtancy, her raſhnefs, madneſs, and 
whatnot? So do fools under this feignd Name 
curſe their God .and'reproach his Wiſdom. Be- 
_ Cauſe they are kept ſtrangers to the Councels of 
the Moſt: High, and diſcern -not therefore the 
true.reaſon of eyents, the affairs of the World 
appear toſuch ſhort-ſighted Creatures, as a meer 
Jumble of :aQtion, and heap: of uncertainties. 
This; tempted: the -wiſe. Philoſopher to exclude 
the Sn ——_ of — things done _ 

| _—_ | tne 


the = 7s yy had the things above the Moon 
been contrived according to his fooliſh ſcheme, 
he might much more Juſtly have excluded Him 
thence too. -* 
 Butamong Chriſtians it is hoped there is lit- 
' tle need of vindicating: the Providence of God. 
| Truly, if ſuch L may - call all thoſe who have 
> been baptizedinto the Faith, 'in:no Age has the 
Being and Providence of God been more deri- 
ded and ſcoffed at.than in this. For God go- 
eeelble World now in a fpiritual —_— -_ 
_—_ e appearances of Angels or meflages o 
ts: idoratices are faty to be diſcern'd 
boy —_ eye of Reaſon Sl Faith ;; He works by 
ſecond cauſes, and: under: them lies conceal'd 
from careleſs 'or perverſe: minds that will not 
ſee. His Finger is only to be diſcried by their 
admirable - concurrence and. wonderful effe&s_ 
; beyond the power of any viſible cauſe. Such 
'*  tsthe Art of God, or ſtupid+blindneſs of 'Man, 
* that He that do's All things, 'is by vulgar eye 
ſeen todo N, 
But even among the better fort of C hriſtians 
we'may. obſerve. the ſenſe of God's Providence 


' tobe very- weak and faint;' For were it heartily 


believ'd what mean-the bleatings of the ſheep ? : 
whence thoſe impaticnt-complaints'in'times of 
Fey or Afﬀaition? Why ſo dejeted, 4 
"cauſe 
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cauſe the Clouds gather blackneſs? Why do's the 
heart ake; the Countenance wax pale atevery 
evil tiding, if they are verily perſwaded that 
they are in the hands of . God, a good God, their 
beſt Friend, and that nothing can befall them 
but what He ordains or permits, what He knows 
and obſerves, and that no danger can beſo great 
but that/He has: Power 'and Wiſdom ſufficient, 
and Goodneſs too, to extricate them out of the 
- difficulty? This Do&rine heartily | believ'd 
would work1 its wonders. Letus proceed there- 
foreto view-it, and its influence from the words 
I haveread. 
; Except the Lord keep the City, the Watch- 
man waketh but im vain. 

Which words do naturally afford: theſe Fends 
for the ſubje& of our diſcourſe. 

Firſt, That the care of the Watchman is not 
alone ſufficient to keep the City. 

Secondly, That therefore it 1s to the Lord that 
the City ows its ſafety. And to excite us to ren- 


+ . der our ſelves fitter Obje&s. of Gods. care and 


ProteQaion, I ſhall farther obſerve, 

| Thirdly, That God watches over ſome Cities 
with a peculiar and diſtinguiſhing care. We be- 
ginwith the Firſt. 

_  T. That thecareof the Watchman is notalone 
ſalficient to keepthe City,whichis very evident, 


I. Becauſe 


*Fa Dacrale the a care is not ſuffi- - 
cient to keep himſelf, except the Lord keep him 
he ſtands a very unſafe place; and is likely to 
make but ill work of it. 
Had Man continued in a ftate of Innocence 
there would have: been but little heed of go- 
vernment.. -For-where love and univerſal Be- 
nevolence had been'the general praRice of the 
| World, -andtheonly prevatiingambition, who 
ſhould. *be moſt: kind, moſt” beneficial : - There - 
- - would have been no need'of the:Magiſtrate to 
decide the quarrels of Love; nouſe of the Sword 
- topuniſh where there were nofaults or injuries. 
Apparent therefore it is; that'fin brought into 
the World"the uſe 'of an armed 'Magiſtrate. 
When'- mens_-appetites: grew - irregular: and 
boundleſs; and: reaſon ;was not ſufficient to re- 
flrain; then- mething-more ſharp and 
ing was fequifite-to check the outrages and = 
- lany of fools and madmen. But herein lay then 
the infelicity- of Mankind:; had God left: chem 
to themſelves, that very. finfulneſs of na- - 
. ture which made Government neceflary.-ren- 
_ derid man' unfit to- govern. For impoſlible it 
1s: that he ſhould govern'others well; who'has 
. not firſt obtain d the government of himſelf; the © 
. dominionover hisown paſſions.:; For if a Prince 
PRO wand with' Him into the Throne,” what - 
miſchief 
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raiſchief then will naturally inſue, the hiſtory 

of thoſe Nations will inform us; where, out of 

judgement to the people, God has left-ſuch a 
Prince to the wildneſs of his own ſpirit. - 

- Little are moſt men aware how. much cor- 

ruption lies lurking.in their natures, and what 

great .enormities they might. be guilty of, did 

God but place them m ſuitable temptations and 

leave them to the condudct of their own fooliſh 

hearts. It is a common obſervation how much 

the ſentiments of men uſually.change with the 
alteration of their condition ; 7u /: hic //s, aht- 

' Zer ſentias, Then was then, and now 1s now. 

Many mens vertues hold out pretty well 

in a private life, where they. meet_ with few 

or but vulgar: temptations, which would mi- 

 ferably fail them were they-more expoſed to 

ſtronger affaults. This admoniſhes us therefore 

not. to be over-confident of our own integrity 

and: preſent reſolutions, and to'caſta mantle o- 

ver the miſcarriages of thoſe above us, who 

ſtand at difficult poſts, and in flippery places; 

perhaps where they trip, we ſhould have fallen. 

When'the Prophet had by divine inſpiration-ac- . kia. 

quainted Hazael, what a villain, he would '* "3 

rove;/ He- aſtoniſh'd at' the ugly. charaQter of 

Himſelf, rejected it with abharrency, but the 
| Progr to Hrmgs I his qr _ told ” | 
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"Thou ſhalt be King over Syria; ſuch an alters. 
tion of condition, - if by.God not duly qualified 
for the high Office, was enough to make him do 


he knew not what; ; what He could not at pre- 


ſent believe-trueof himſell. 


- The neceflary Royalties of a Crown doearry- 


a violent temptation with them. That high Ho- 
nour, that Sovereign Authorityand Power, and 
thoſe large Revenues, which are requiſite for 
the'ends-of governgnent, to' be inveſted in the 
_ perfon that manages it, are-not themſelyes to 

be. duly” managed, but by a' mind extraordina- 
rily fitted by the Father of Gifts and Graces. 

Small men'have many reſtraints upon them, 
to-keep them withindue bounds. The laſh of the 
Law, the frown and rebuke of their Superiours; 
the fear of blaſting their reputation. and hopes of 
preferment. The narrowneſs of their Fortunes 


may be a check'to many, not well perhaps at- 


fording the neceflary expencesof vice: for many 


vices are coſtly, at leaftif enjoy'd to the beſt ad- 


vantage. "But to a-Prince: vice comes::ready 
dreft, ſet off with all the:witchcraft that curſed 


art and wealth: can furniſhit withall. Nature is 


rack'd to'treat him-with-the moſt luſcious and 
exalted-pleaſutes; +He is-continually; courted 
with, udy temptations,improved tothentmoſt 

by the Dexil cr dion ep me rg for tis his 


_ maſter all 
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maſter-piece todebauchaKing, thegreateſt intereſt 
of his Kingdom, ſo many are the ill conſequences 
of it. Add to this that He is free from :moft of the 
common reſtraints of other men; the many helliſh 
inſtruments alſo that He has about him toprovoke 
and inflame his : appetites, none to: check or curb 
them: : So that if He be not caught in the ſnares, 
 1t 18 a fign Hehas a good keeper. | 

To what inſufferable pride would his high Ho- 
nour inflame the minds of meaner men? To ſee all 
the World to-ſtoop and: bow before Him, and careſs 
him with awful ſolemnity, would be a ſtrange poi- 
ſon toa common ſoul,it would infe& it with giddi- 
neſs and a moſt abſurd vanity.. It requires a mind 
rarely well poisd, fortified with ſovereign antidotes 
to preſerve it ſelf untainted from the moſt ſubtle 
penetrating charms of praiſe and flattery. But above 
all his temptations, methinks his neceſſary power 
1s a moſt dangerous weapon; nothing ſtems harder 
for man:than to uſe great power well. Never to op- 
preſs the Innocent or juftifte a'bad cauſe by might, 
argues a generous -mind; a Soul free from corrupt 
prejudice or partial affe&tion. Great power is only 
fit for God, or for thoſe that are like Him, that have 
Wiſdom and Goodneſs to govern it. Powerand ill 
naturearethe eflential qualities ofa Devil. It is not 
in-man: Neceflary it is therefore that the Watch- 
man: be- taught of God to uſe his ſword aright, 
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2K :,/Theoargof the Warchman ambogreoi h | 
cinttokonp the City, becainſe his beſt care cannot. 
be commenſurate to his work: It is too great, it ex- 
ceeds his abilities, it tranſcends the natural: power 
and reach of his Faculties. So variousare the affairs 
of a Kingdom, as that they even'overwhelm an hw- 
mane underſtanding. It muſt be always upon the 
rack; diſtrafted awd perpetual cares and thought- 
tulneſs; how to remedy this: evit!, prevent (that 
eating: danger, Higown underſtanding, as hu- 
mane, + {tlyet to-inficmitics atid miſtakes, and of 
what doundlcfs ul conſequence may . a miſtake 


 prove.in-matters of ſuch high inportance; where 
theinterfering intereſts of ſo many thouſands are 
 wrapt up? His owneye was it infallible cannot be 


every were; He muſt for themoſt partice with other 
mens-eyes, and they maygeceive Him. In his cir- 
cumſlances tt is hard nat;to be deceiv d. Some men 
out.of their own.ignoranceor miſtake deceive Him, 

others out of dofignt.: As his eye ſo neither can his 


hand be every where ttrexecute his purpoſes; In- 


ſtruments therefore He:nmuſt have; but honeſty is 
not always ingraven in'the lines of the face. It is 
thereprea difficult matter for a Prince to know his 
Friend; ahd ho is fittoberrufted; Lethim be ne- 


yer Owiktacontriveand dire&, yet ifhis: Inftru- 
ports. bins Sie ab gry ws -” , 
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' _ tethe moſt daring attempts. Pride -and Revenge 
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 cerning- Spirits, of knowing the heartsof thoſe.they j# 
entruſted with: the/care of Souls'; but his Infinite. 
Wiſdom did-not ſee this miraculous gift requifite” 
for: the ſupport of civilgovernment :: for it may be» 
renfrfanbloth: think, that that great concern, which» 
men-uſually have for their temporal intereſts, and 
that. intereſt particular men have in the publick' 
welfare; might beof forceenough to engagements 
befaithful to their civil trufts$-1f not, it is tobe! 
hoped that the Sword of the Magiſtrate may beof” 
forceenough to revenge the wrong. To this we 
may add; The ungovernablencks of ſome mens fpt- 
rits;their i impatience ofany yoke, do-often render it 
very difficultly: poſſible tor the Watchman to keep 
the City mn tolerable peace and good order. The un- 
ruly paſſions of ſome will neither ſuffer themſelves 
to beat reft;nor the State to be long in quiet. Some 
Creatures are borntalive in. the fire, uneafie but 
when: they are:m flames ; it 1s their helliſh delight 
to be cheriſhing quarrels, and fomenting miſunder- 
ftandings. Covetouſneſsand ambition enflame ſome 


willſtick: at-no 'villany. to accompliſh! their ends. 
They are eager and violent whilſt in purſuit of their 
curfed defigns, and-enraged 1t they ſuffer a defeat. 
What peac&canthere be im a Statewhich has vari- 
ous parties ſtruggling-within'its womb; with jea- 
x _ watching.cach others motions, and redo 

.. . agen; x for 1 ultery; 5 thew fp Irits- boilin; 
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eachother Nr T ere woe anda ons 
ally if Religion and pretence of Conſcience be got 
into: the quarrel ?' Conſcience .1s*the:moſt uncafie 
ung to Sovernment; and:that principally:becauſe 

it pretends an exemption from humaneJuriſdition, 
and appeals to ' the Bar -of Heaven ; where cauſes 
will not be tried till theday of Judgement, and then 
it will be too late to right the State. In ſuch. con- 
yulfions and tempeſts of State, what Pilot can ftear 
the veſſel fafe ? -Truly only He who has the winds 
and ſeas at his command, and can with a word ſtill 
the proud waves when they oe: <5: 

It may be farther obſerv'd.that in the courſe of 
publick affairs; there aremany things in thedarkas 
to humane. eye, of very uncertain. conſequence, 
doubtful and intricate nature, andtherefore-not:in 
_ the;power of a'man' tobe managed as they ought. 
The Crown has ſometimes ſecret:ill-willers, whicth 
lay: their plots often as deep as Hell for. its: ruine, 
_ only thinefore to be: diſcover d and-pre prevented by 
F _ rk is there _ Tn ſucceſs of the grea 
| , Underta often depend upon very ſmall acc 
” dents. jeep" rFencies ; which does hew: how 
| litlethe Watchoan has to-do in theGaſe:::F 
E.. all which ] conclude, that.. the:preſery; 
> FKimgdom amp xceand ſafety, 1 15.1 web 
E*  Hand n Trp iracle of Pra IENCEi+* > © (#9572 217 


+ $227 - 


GS NS 


> TY *S* J 7 « A -- *, - BY Iv DAPEE'S ESTI DS ay MT NI IBS Gr a < ” beg " 
- nf * : Y og bot \ - o »; ” L 
I, þ £2643 PLES ot 1 Ub MEG TE ER OE TER i 
: F —_ : ! 
v : "_ — T3. . 
* as, - 
4 \ * 


—_—_— "- 


watchtal Providence of God when we little know 
or think of it. Did not God by ſome ſecret influence 
overawe and curb the minds of the multitude, no 
Kingdom would -ftand long. If the popular Beaſt 
finds its own ſtrength, the hands of Government 
would be too weak to reſtrain it, the violence- and 
outrage of finners would make Earth like Hell for 
confuſion, 'in ſpite of the Magiſtrate's Sword. The 
Prince of darkneſs is very powerful, and has a ter- 
rible flaming ſword; but he himſelf isa very 111 Go- 
vernour, and his people as ill ſubjeas, and therefore 
they make very bad work between them, but yet 
they:ſhew us, what finners would do, were they 
+ leftto themſelves. 

This World:is a ſcene of good and bad, that the 


good may here have ſome tolerable abode amongſt 


the Giants:of the Earth, God by his Providence ſets 
bounds to theirrage. One ingredient of the miſeries 
of-Hell is, that finners are there let looſe upon one 
another, free from the reſtraints either of Grace 
or Providence; Devils and men to rage and tear,and 
be amutual plague toeach other. A true emblem 
_ of what our condition on earth would be, did God 
" refigne usiup to the malice and madneſs of each 
others hearts. But our comfort 1s.that the wiſe and 
good God, takes the reins of this World into his 
own hands; if a:man thro' weakneſs cannot govern 
the World, God.can. - If finners will not be go- 
_ vernd, [they.ſhall be goyern'd till they-go down to 
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alone ſufficient, let the City reſt ſatisfied, the Lord 
keeps them; and their Watchman . too, wageh 
brings me tomy ſecond general head... | 
IL That the ſafety of the City is of the Lek 
Safe it muſt be in his hands, 1t Infinite goodneſs, 
Infinite Wiſdom, and Infinite Power be good fecu- 
rity. For this Trey is that natural notion which 
all haveof a God,who own any.: Such ſecurity they 
have therefore who have God for their keepe 


r. His 
perfetions do abundantly ſupply: for the Watch- 
mans defeas. For He ſees all gs and can do all 
things. Whether God do's take ,care: for. Cities, T 
think, is not to be doubted, except by: fuchas would 
exclude Hunaltogether 'out of the-world. Ain at- 
temptſufficiently abſurd, for if there were no God, 
I amſure there would be no Atheill to betray the 
ſecret. Creatures therefore I will prefume- tocall 
all things beſides Himſelf. But Creatures as ſuch,are 
dependent beings and muſt be upheld, or they will 
ſink into their primitive nothing. | They' ſtand in 
need of their Makers handas much toi their ſupport 
as their firſt compoſure. CharaQers, of Divinity . 
therefore are eyery where viſible, not only in the © 
Fabrick- and contrivance: of every. Creature,” (of 
which the more we underſtand, the more wears 
rapt into admiration) butlikewife: in theconduct 
of them and their. natural Operations. For do we 
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Curious a regular, conftant to themſelves ſo that 

a Monſteror falſe ſtep in nature is a rare thing ? But 
matter wearefure cannot move itſelf, much leſs 
can itdire& its own metions, and theſealways with 
the higheſt art and regularity. We;that boaſtof our 
Reaſon, miſtake and blunder at every turn, and are ' 
forced for the moſt part to review our work for fear 
of errour; impoſſible it is therefore but theremuſt 
be ſomething beſides Matter, to govern the Corpo- 
real world,to manage all their internal motions and 
fermentations, and direct them all to their deſigned 
end. If every plant therefore, every being has not a 
peculiar Guardian Angel, ſome univerſal Superin- 
tendent there muſt be,ſome general Overſeer of the 
works of nature; an Intelligent Being, call it by 
what nameyou pleaſe,the Plaſtick Power or Soul of 
the World, or what ever elſe, we contend not about 
words ; but if we remove the great God himſelf 
from this immediate care, yet reaſon will drive us 
to Him at laſt. 

But what ever are theconceitsof vain Philoſophy, 
or the more vain Philoſopher, who idlely dreams 
of building a World without a God, yet Scripture 
' theinfallible Philoſophy. affures us that the great 
| God do'snot diſdain to take care of the leaſt of his 
Creatures; and thinks it no-incumbrance to his In- 
finite wiſdom to obſerve and govern all their con- 


mreyzs over-allinsz works. He looks to the ends of 2 


cerns. The Lord's goodto all. faith the Plalmilſt.þ:s Palm 


TI the earth and ſees under tho whos boawees. In him 

all things live,” and move, and hive their being, 
E  (tho' originally the ſaying of a Poet, yetis by the 
18s 17. Apoſtle conſecrated intoa'divine Oracle) All things 
£23 are but ſpatks or ſtreams of being, from Him'the 
* fountain-of all Being, and depend continually on 
Him'as the raies'of light on the Sun; if his face or 
* influence befor «momenteclipsd, they vaniſh, He 
um 7makeththe graſs togrow; and clothes ſome of it 
F*'3 more gloriouſly than: Solomon in all his gaiety ;* 
ae629.7 here falls not a ſparrow to the ground without his 
'* knowledge; His eye runs toand froupon his Crea- 
© 145. tures. gromg them their meat mn due ſeaſon. They 
P ? as by inſtin&ſeem inſtructed in their duty and'pri- 
£147.9. Viledge. For the eyes of allwait upon him. The young 
21. ravenscrytohim,and he feeds them.T he young hens 
ſeek their meat from God. In a word, the whole 
family of HeavenandEarth He every day provides 
£05. for, filling every thing lving with plenteouſneſs, re- 
bis 14 freſbing their hearts with food and gladneſs. But of 
77- allhis Creatures Man is: cheriſh'd as the darling of 
_ the family; at firſt fearfully and wonderfully made, 
by a conſult, as ſome imagine, of the blefled Trinity; 
_ curiouſly wrought i inthe lower parts of the earth. 
Every part of Him form'd with-ſuch exa&tſuperla- 
 tivecareof the Deity.as that God is by the Palmiſt 
L FA repreſented'as writing all his members #gÞis book; 
$-20. LS our Saviouras npbeogy all his he It 1 1s he 
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bim hope upon his mathers breaſts, conduQts him 
through the paths of life ; upholds him when feeble 


and gray-headed ; 2vher: his father and mother for- Pl. 2710 


ſake him. His ſoul isa moſt precious jewel of di- 
vine extract; It is a ſtream of Divinity, the Breath, 


- . the Image of God. 


_ If God take this care of the natural and ſingle 
ſtate of Man; we have leſfsreaſon to doubt of his 
care to his political ſtate, the Community of Man- 
kind, if our Saviours way of arguing be good. For 
if the Providence of God being extended to-the 
graſs of the field, or to ſparrows, argues the care of 
God to be greater on the behalf of Man : fo lay I 
again, if God vouchſafe to take ſuch care of Man in 
his natural and individual ſtate, much more do's 
he charge his Providence with whole Societies of 
Men ; Nations and Kingdoms are his peculiar care, 


in which the deareſt intereſts, the Lives and For- 


tunes of many Millions are involv'd. 

Tho Man be a Creatureof moſt wonderful com- 
poſure, yet it is very obſervable, that by the ſame 
Infinite Wifdom it 1s contrived, that of all the Crea- 
tures of God, none ſo helpleſs as Man, ſo uneafie or 
unfit. to be alone, being ſo full of. wants, ſtanding 
in need of ſo much care, ſuch long attendance. 
Which infirmities do early inftruthim in the du- 
ties of mutual love and kindneſs, and ſhew him the 
abfolute neceſſity of imbodying into fraternities 
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THEIhS 15 the will of his Maker he by good conſe- | 
quence coficludes; his natural Rate and condition 
making it yery neceflary + Þ wiſely has God by | 


mean ofhis infirmitieseonſulted the greater ſafety 


of Man thereby conſtituting every Man his keeper. 
From all which it follows, that Cities or publick S6- 
ciat$es are of Gods -tnaking vr defigning; tho the 
4bdel of then fray be in great meaſure left to hu- 
wane contrivance; and for this reafon therefore do 
they intitle themſelves tohis proteRion us being his 
Creatures, his Leviathans, in the governinent of 

ich he-apprats moſt ofall as God. For by ſetting 
Empires; by forme flight meafis 


to 


unds to righty E 
Feattefing and confounding the moft dreadful Ar- 


mics; turning about Kingdoms as little things, as 
tho' they were but the Tport of Providence; He 


ſhews the tranſcendency of his own Almighty 


Power. Heholds the world as in the hollow of his 


' hand, and all its prodigious maſhie Globes, with all 


their Myriads of Tnhabitants, to us inconceivable 


* either for their magnitude or number, are to him 


but as the drop of a bucket, orthefmall duſt of the 


 " Ava-farther demonſtration, give'me leave to.ob- 
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not only incurr the wrath of the Magiſtrate but of 
God himſelf. 'Than which can there be a higher 1n-- 
ſtance of Gods care in keeping the City, than by en- 
forcing ciyil duties with eternal pyniſhments ? One 
would think obedjence to Magiſtrates well ſecured; 
when the offender ſtands not only expoſed to the 
fword of Authority ; but to that damnation too 
_ which is threatned to him that refiſts: and that 


— that villain had need tobe well baited or very ſtu- 


pid,who will venture tobe a thief in ſpite of the gal- 
lows and of Hell-fire. Nay more, God has guarded 
the Temporal laws, by carrying his Spiritual laws 
vp togreater height. The Magiſtrate puniſhes only 
the' groſs as of Maurther, Adultery, or the like ; 
and humane lays are often top remiſs to a fault; for 
_ not cen{uring feverely enough reproachful provo- 

king 2words, which naturally draw on blows, and 
break the harmony and peace of Societies: but a ma- 
licious thought, a luſtful defire, an uryuſt coveting, 
Godrevenges with everlaſting burnings. Sothat if 
the ſan&ions of Religion had but tolerable effect, 
the Magiſtrate. would have ſo little trouble as that 
the ſword of Juſtice niight ruſt in the ſcabbard. 


- Fromwhenceit appearstobe thehighintereſtboth 


of the Magiſtrate and the City, topreſerve Religion 
indue credit, and that profeſs'd Atheiſm and De- © 
bauchery, deſerve the-Gibbet.more than Theft or 
Burglary, as firikeing more at the foundation of 
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1 al this we may add ſeveral obſervable occur- 
rences in publick affairs, which plainly ſpeak them- 
ſelves the foot-ſteps of a God, as when we ſee good 
men by ſurprize ſnatch'd out 'of eminent danger; 
rais'd by unexpe&ed means to wealth and power. 
When an honeſt and good cauſe prevails by its own 
fimplicity, againſt wit, and power, and all worldly 
| advantages. When wiſe Politicians are infatuated 

arid caught in their own ſnares. When helliſh plots, 
and inhumane Murthers are brought to light none 
ab... knows how ; betray d by a /Zone 7n the wall. When 
- _ _ perſons notoriouſly wicked are purſued by a ſecret 
| vengeance, tumbled down from their height of ho- 
 nourand power, into extream diſgrace and miſery; 

Ze. When Tyrants and bloody Perſecutorsare obſerv'd 

7 to die by violent deaths, and uſually under horrid 
' tortures of Body and anguiſh of Mind; When 
things are grown inſufferable; and nothing but a. 
_ black proſpect of evils, preſent themſelves to view, 
then toſee affairs turn gently about without viſible 
force, or ſome unthought of Deliverer ſtart up, and 
breaking through innumerable difficulties, reſcue a 
Nation from ſlavery and bondage; When the Stars 
Feeht in their courſe, and the windsand weather and 
natural Agents, whichare only in the handof God, 

concur to-promote the cauſe, and diſappoint the E- 
 _ nemy: Theſe and ſuch like.do demonſtrate God'to 

| be concern d1 in ms event. The troth? IS, , If Goddo 
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what buſineſs we have here. Publick worſhip ſup- 
-poſes or proves Gods care of the publick, or proves 
it ſelf to be vain and abſurd. 
| _ Butifallthis be not yet enough to aſſure us of the 
care of God in keeping the City; will his own word 
be a ſufficient teſtimony? He is in his own book fre- 
quently ſet forth as King of Kings, Lord of Lords, 
King of the world, Governour of all the nations of 
the earth; Ruler over the kingdoms of men; Pulling 


down one, ſetting up another. Judge of all Nations, pa. 


' hs eyes beholding all the kingdoms of the earth. 


That the battel zs 207 always 7o the ſirong, T hat Ecdel 
ſatoation is only of the Lord. Tell it among the Na- © 


tons that the Lord reigns, let the earth reoyce. It 
would beendleſs toquote particular Texts to this 
purpoſe. Inlike manner the Hiſtorical and Prophe- 
tical books of the Bible.are full of moſt glorious Pro- 
phecies concerning the Riſe and Fall of Empires. 
The Prophets are big with the burthen of the Nati- 
ons, as well asof Gods own people. We there ſee 
the reaſon of Gods proceedings with the Kingdoms 
of the earth. For the Spirit of God which indited 
thoſe holy books, knew the mind of God. In other 
Hiſtories we have naked matters of fa&t barely laid 
down, but here is declared the Counſel of God, the 
Wiſdom and Juſtice ot his diſpoſal of Kingdom:. So- 
 &monhasin ſhort given the fundamental rule of 
Gods dealing with them ; ſo hat by righteouſneſs a &— 
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flouriſh'd whilſt it was vitorious, but fin is the ruine 
of any people, it is the natural as wellas the mer1- 
torious caule of it. Having thus, I hope, ſufficiently 
proved Gods care of the City in general, and conſe- 
quently their ſafety, I now proceed to obſerve. 
TIT. That God watches over ſome Cities with a 
peculiar diſtinguiſhing care. Tho the Providence 
of God extends to all his Creatures, yet for (me 


God is pleas'd toown a particular regard, and in a 


ſpecial manner to charge his Providence withthem. 


For inſtance, ſuch as are 1m Az/ire/s and wart, that 


have no friend in the world, when there is no help 
in Man, nocomfortin the Creature, then are they 
fit objects of Gods care, then is his ſeaſon to appear. 
It pleaſes Him therefore to be ſtil d a Father Fa 


fHatherleſs,an husband tothe widow a refuge for the 


oppreſs. d Y/henthe poor cry the Lora hearethihem, 
and deltvereth-them from him that is too ſtrong for 


or. 22. them. Hepleads their cauſe. Which holds as well 


of diftrefſed Nations as ſingle perſons ; for there are 
many miraculous deliverances on record, which 
God has ſometimes vouchſafed to a diſtrefled people, 
from the jawsof a proud inſulting enemy,ſnatching 
the trembling prey from between their teeth. 

So alſsfor the-Good and Pons for thoſe that love 
and fear'God, He has a,profefied kindneſs. Noharm 


ſhall come nigh their dwelling. The wicked ſhall 
.n0t approach to hunt them. 
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all their trouble. Good men by reaſon of their I, 


g00d qualities ſtand in nearer relation to God, than 
that of Creatures ; they reſemble God as children 
their Father, and have a title therefore to his Pater- 
nal care; - Soin the old World, thoſe pipus families 
which retain'd the worſhip of the true God, were 


 calledtheſfonsof God, in oppoſition to the ſons and 


daughters of Men,and when the world was reduced 
to that paſs, as to have but one righteous family, 
(us we know of) with what an amazing Providence 
were they ſaved, when the whole world belide 
was drown'd for their wickedneſs? 

And if we proceed on farther in the Hiſtory of 
the world; when mankind was again relapsd into 
an univerſal Idolatry and Apoſtacy fram God, ſo 
that he ſeem'd in a manner zuſtledout of his own 
world, ſo hadtheDevilevery where uſurpd uport 
him, ingrofling all the worſhip. of it to himlelf: 
Then as the beſt expedient to preſerve himſelf a 
hight to the world, was God pleasd to pitch upon | 
one family, eyen that of Abraham, toenter into a 


Pp prone Covenant with him and his poſterity, 


at if they would be his people, He would be their 
God. He'then gave himan explicite promiſe of the 
Redeetner, the foundation of all mercies, and upon 
condition that he 2vordd walk before bim and be 
, God promiſed that he would be his Shield, 
his ProteRtor! rn all his-enemies, hs exceeding 
great reward. Accordingly we afterwardsfind as | 
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if God had forgotten all the reſt of his Creation,. . 
- .TheLordofHeaven andEarth, Oh wonderful Ho- 
|- nour! affumes the name of 4brahamand his fa- 
} mily, into hisown great Title, and was pleas'd in 

an eminent manner toſtile himſelf, The God of 4 

braham, the God of Iſaac, andthe God of Jacob. 

. Inproſecution of theſe glorious promiſes made to 
their Fathers, weafterwards find Moſes carefling 
their poſterity with their tranſcendent priviledges, 
their near relation to God and his particular love to, 
and care for them. - So Deut. 7. 6. . T hou art a holy 
and ſeparate people unto the Lord thy God; The 

Lord thy God hath choſen thee tobe a ſpecial people 
| * unto himſelf; above all people that are upon the 
* face of the earth. So again Exod. 19. 5. 7 you will 
| - obey my voice, then ſhall ye be. a peculiar treaſure 

untome above all people, for all the earth 1s mime, 
| yetTreje& themall incompariſon of my love and 
- - carefor you.” In like manner the Pſalmiſt ſings, 
835+ The Lord hatt choſen Jacob to himſelf; and Tſrael 
| for his peculiar treaſure, to this purpoſe in many 
| other places, they are courted in the moſt indear- 
Ding terms, as the Segullab of God... 


In which word is included the moſt choice and 
beſt poſſeſſion; any thing that is rare and precious; 
* to be kept moſt carefully;/and:charily:; a. peculiar 
þ-. treaſure, bis very gervels, as they are ftiled;, Mal 3. 
© 15+ Nayfarther,' God was pleasd to; put himſelf 
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- his Spouſe, and therefore to expe& from Him the 
higheſt indearments ſuiting to that relation, there- 

fore did He expreſs himſelf as very jealous over 
them, and accuſed their departure from Him as 
notorious:Adultery. 
© « Theſe high carefles made the Fey inſufferably 
proud, ſo as tolook down upon, and greatly deſpiſe 
all the reſt of the world as dogs and out-cafts; that 
they only were Gods Kingdom and particular con- 
cern, andall thereftof the Nations were (as they 
concery.d) governd only by Angels as Gods Vice- 
roys. This was the ancient notion of the Jezvs,and 
continues amongſt them to this very day. And 
it ſeems not to want ſome countenance from Scri- 
pture; for I cannot but obſerve that when God 
_ wasavgry with the Zezvs about their golden Calf, 
which wasa ſin ſcarce ever forgiven to that Nation, 
ſo highly did God reſent it, of- which the Zezvs too 


were ſo conſcious as to own, - thatin all their judg- 


ments there.was a ſpice of that diſeaſe; I ſay, that 
God then refuſed for that hainous provocation to 
go along with them Himſelf, but promiſed to ſend 
an Angel before' them, Exod. 32.34. The conlſe- 
quence of which ſeems. to be, that-He did thereby 
cancel that near relation and ſpecial favour of being 
his peculiar people, | and defign'd to leave them in 
the common condition of the reſt of the Nations of 
theearth, namely, to be govern'd by an Angel only. 

Whicti. Moſes: ſeem d Fery apprehenſive of,” and 
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reſt malt Tyme wat ſeverelen-_ 
tc d.z3 tonoe, //: thy preſence go not With us, carry us uot 
6: aut bence.' This appears to be the general notion 
of the world too, namely,that the ſupreme God did 
govern the Nations by Angels and inferiour Deities, 
as His Vice-roy's or Tutelar Dzmons. This ſeems | 
to:be the meaning of the Angel and Prince of the 
hw carp of Perfra and Grecia in Daniel. Of the 
% Gods of the bills ard the Gods of the valleys. The 
'n T bn > Gods of Hexah, Tudb, and Sepharvaimnamely, The 
ng and Patrons of thole places. And the Pa- 
who. are almoſt degenerated into. compleat 
"pkg have their Patron Angels and Saints at 
this very day. Now according to.this notion as the 
el allotted to this or that Nation was moreor 
| leſs powerful; ſo did the affairs of that Nation prof: 
per:or otherwiſe. For I cannot: think thatiSex- 
cherib as proud as He was, did-intend to inſult it 
aver the ſupreme God; but only as He had found 
by; exports -of-his own victories and great fuc- 
ceſs3>that the Guardian Angel of his Countrey, (as 
He conceiv'd)' was more powerful than the Angels 
or Gods of all:thoſe Countries,” He hitherto/had to 
deal with; Hedid'not doubt tf - <p bus that: he 
might betao hard! for theGuardlian- 
allo; Hebitle underftanding 
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1frael was Gods particular care, his Inheritante. 
 Batit may beask'd, What's all this to the pur- 
poſe? God ' has certainly long fince caft them off, 
How do's it appear that God'do's now take a more 
particular care of one Nation than of another ; 
which was the thing you undertook to prove? To 
this L anſwer, That what I have diſcours'd is to the 


_ purpoſe, becauſe it hasgiven you the reaſon of Gods 
particular care for that people, and if the reaſon -_ 
{till hold, we may preſume the conſequence alfo ; . 


the reafon of Gods particular care of -4brahamand 
his poſterity, was founded upon the faith of -4bra- 
ham in'the promiſed Me//iah, upon the Covenant 
of his obedience, his Houſhold being made the 
Church of God. So that if God has a Church ſtill in 
bemg inthe world; nay the fame Church, children 
of Abrahams faith, tho not of his loins; we may 
juftly argue that they are as much Gods particular 
careasever the natural //rae/tes wete. 
Accordingly do we find the very ſame titles of 
indearment given to the Chri/7zan Church which 
before we obſerv'd of the Fezvi/h. So that St. Paul 
TH. 2. 14. tells us, That Chriſt gave himſelffor us, 
that he might purify unto himſelf a pecutiar people, 
Aaci Rivouw. The word fignifies a people acquired, 
purchaſed for a poſſeſſion to Himſelf, as a thing of 
great dignity and worth, a beloved; precious, moſt 
excellent- people , His Eſtate, His Treaſure, any 


F thing that is dear to Him. Soagain, 1 Pez. 2: 9. we 
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”  - find that great Hera/d after the ſame manner+bla- 
zoning the Chrz/tzans titles. Te are a choſen gene- 
vation, «royal Prieſthood, or a Kingdom of Prieſts, 
(as it-is phraſed, Exod. 19.6. to which it refers) 4 
holy Nation, a peculiar people, again, but expreſſed 
by another phraſe-in the original, aa «s Eamon, 
; but much to the ſame purpoſe, and ſignifies an ac- 
Pet. r. Quired poſſeſſion, dearly bought;even 2v:th the pre- 
© 3.  czous blood of the Son of God. Tt 1s a treaſure, a x«- 
'  wwwrajewel, any thing that is laid up and preſerv'd 
charily. For the word {(gnifies ſaving or preſerving, 
and they both of them are the full import of the 
Hebrew Segullzh ; and fignifie to us, that ſuch a 
people are thoſe whom God is reſolv'd to keep moſt 
carefully, His deareſt Children, His moſt valued 
Treaſure. And truly if. there be any difference in 
thetitle of the Ze and Chri/t:an to the particular 
favourof God, I have reaſon to think that the ad- 
vantage lyes on the Chri/tzans fide, and that God 
has really more love and kindneſs for the Spiritual 
thanFor the carnal //razhte. ent. 
_ For they were in many reſpeas uſed as ſervants, 
kept at diſtance from their Maſters ſecrets. They 
were treated as Children, with toys and ceremonies, 
and beggarly elements, ſubjeaed to laws and ordi- 


nances which were not.good; which they were-not 
well able to bear, Bat the Chra74ars are by. their 
Mediator uſed as friends, acquainted with the ſe- 
crets of the Kingdom. They; are treated as Men, 
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have none but laws of the higheſt reaſon impoſed 
on them. They are taught the perfeCtion of duty, -_ 
the myſtery of godlineſs, and have the Spirit of 
God given: them, to enable them to be more than 
Men.tolive like thoſe that are a&ed by God. Chriſt 
hasalſo taken upon Him the relation of an husband, 
the Chr:/tzan Church is his Spouſe, He is the head 
alſo and weare the members of his body, hzs very 
_ - fleſh and his bones, as his Apoſtle has taught us to tptec. 5 
expreſs our ſelves. I 
But I ſuſpect that it will ſtill be objeQed, that I 
am not yet come up to the buſineſs in hand ;. no 
body queſtions but upon Spiritual accounts the 
Chri/t:at Church has greater priviledges, and high- 
er intereſt in God, than ever the Jew/b had; but 
the care of God as-to temporal matters, was that 
that Ifeem'd moſt concernd to prove in my prefent 
undertaking, and here the [Jezv ſeems to have the 
advantage,his Covenant being more temporal than 
the Chri/tians is thought to be. : To this T anſwer, 
. 'Tistrue that the Fezv/b Covenant was in many 
reſpets more temporal than the Chr:/7:ar ; tho 
theirs was the ſame Spiritual Covenant, but under 
a temporal diſguiſe, and therefore no doubt a par- 
| ticular Few might lay a more certain claim to tem- 
poral felicity, by vertue of his obedience than a 
fingle Chri/t:an can. . For tho the Chr:$7:a7 has 
temporal promiſes as well as the Ze, yet they are 
but in the ſecond place to be nunded by him, and 
OB, | g1Ven 
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given with many limitations. -God having afforded 
the Chri/tzar fo clear a proſpe&t of much better 
things for'the encouragement of his obedience, and - 
if God permit: him to be hardly dealt with ſome- 
tunes in this world, yet he knows that He both can 
and willreward him an hundred: fold in another. 
But yet let it be confidered, that there ts great 
deal of difference as to theſe temporal things, be- 
tween the ſtate of a fingle Chrif:an, and of a Chr+- 
{tian Nation ; the onea Creature of Eternity, the 
other ot. time; and a great deal of difference be- 
tween rewardingand puniſhing of a Nation, and re- 
warding and puniſhing of National vertues and 
National vices. God may reward or punifh a fingle 
perſon for his National vertues or his National vices 
inanother world: But Nations are:temporal bodies, 
and muſt therefore; be dealt with'after a temporal 


vidence, He muft reward and puniſh Nations, for 
their publick encouragement of vertue, anddiſcou- 
ragement of vice, or the'contrary. But Nations can- 
only be rewarded or'puniſh'd where thereare Na- 
. tians, and therefore only inthis temporal life. - To 
conclude then, If a Nation has a greater intereſt in 
the favour of God and his:care, upon the ſcore of 
becoming the Church of God; as we haveſeen: and 
a'Nation is but a temporal thing, and therefore . 
muſt be rewarded or puniſh'd after a temporalman- 
ner, anda Chr:/tzan: Nation alſoas much a temporal 
"47" Oe | '_ thing, | 
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- manner. If God'then ſtill exerciſes a National Pro- 
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thing: as ever the Jewiſh was 3 Icannot ſcean y rea- 
ſon why. a Chr:i/?;an Nation (tho' not a Chr:/{:an 


perſon) ſhould not have as good a title.to the tem- 


poral promiſes of God, as being his peculiar choſen 
people, as ever the Zezwrſh had. If fo, then all Na- 
tions at this day that profeſs the true Religion, and 
liveanſwerably: to their profeſſion, have reaſon to 
look upon themſelves as under the ſpecial and di- 
ftinguiſhing care of God, as to their temporal con- 
cerns, which was the thing I undertook to prove ; 
that God takes a more particular care of ſome Cities 
than of others. | 

Of this comfortable truth God has not left him- 
ſelf without witneſs in all ages. For have you not 
heard ofan Aruimncible Armada ſcatter'd by an invi- 
fible Fleet, fuch was its ſmallneſs m compariſon ; 
and that that Ocean which was made to grone under 
its burthen, was afterwards coverd with its wrecks, 


by ſo vifiblea miracleas made the proud Spaniard 


i prophanely. to cry out, That God was become a 
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| could zyerhatch fuch a dreadful deſtruction, but 


Fliuguenot? Have you not heardof a curſed Powder- 
plot to confound a Nation at a blow, as effetually 
asf the old Romar: had had his wiſh, that they had 
all but one neck, and he the pleaſure of cutting it 
oft; and yet. in the. very nick of time, when juſt 
ripe for-execution, was the myſtery of darkneſs d1{- 
coverd;asby a birdot the air? Let them not diſown 
the:fa&,:the Clnld reſembles the Parent : . no beaſt 


* - Haveyounotheardorſeena baniſhd King riding 
' without blood triumphant to his Throne, almoſt 
ſtunn'd with the joyful acclamations of his people, 
when it was the intereſt and the Religion too, of 
all that were in authority to keep him out ? 
_ Have you not alfo ſeen the Reverſe of this mi- 
racle, another King by the fame hand chaſed from 
His Throne, that God might-not be out-rivald in 
his-own houſe by :Saints and Angels; a powerful 
Army. driven and disbanded by. their own: fears, 
flying when none purſued, from a handful of Men, 
many miles diſtant; the friends as well_-as the ene- 
' mies of the cauſe ſtanding as ina gaze, could nei- 
ther find their hands, nor know their own'reſfolu- 
tions, till God had donehis work? A work of fo 
ſtrange a'nature, 'confideringall its circumſtances, 
which I have not time enough to'weigh, as that our 
ſucceſsful Deliverer cannot-but in cagld blopd ftand 
amaz'd at the hardineſs of his own undertaking, 
ſcarce to. be accounted for by the rules of humane 
Policy; but that He found an impulſeuponihis Sp1- 
rit, which He could not well refiſt. And L cannot 
buteſteem it no ſmall part of themiracle, that our 
neighbouring:watchful-Monarch, who. is rarely 
found guilty of an over-fight, ſhould fitftill;foun- 
'* concern'd whilſt one of the moſt proteſsd enemic 
| hehadinthe world;got three Crowns;and thofe to 
- fromhisonly Friend. Certainly never did{fofleepy 
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attributed to nothing but a ſtrong doſe of Divine 
Opium. . Toour diflatisfied brethren therefore, IT 
recommend the Counſel of old-Gamate!, that they 
have acareleaſt haply zhey be found jghters again/? 
God. .The Providence of God, tho' for ſeveral rea- 
ſons it may not always be a good rule of aftion, yet 
may be a good rule of after-compliance. If God has 
a right to pull down one King and ſet up another, 
His finger. when vifable transfers the right, and his 
King muſt be ſubmitted to ; the change of circum- 
ſtances neceſlarily inferring an alteration of duty. 
And the caſes of Conſcience whichariſe from mat- 


tersof meer civil diſpute, can be of no more vali- 


ditie, but-muſt ſtand or'fall with the fundamental 
controyerfie on: which they are built, and can ad- 
miniſter --matter therefore for none but a State- 
Schiſin, the onely one that eyer was in the Church 
of God. - In:the.late times: the-Providence of God 


appear'd only to deſtroy; it eftabliſh'd nothing, | 


God wasangry with Church andState,anddeſtroyd 
_ them both: but when his Inſtruments had done his 


work, Heregarded them no farther, but left them . 


to-their own confufions' and diſtrated Counſels; 
likea fick diſtemper'd State, they. tumbled about 
yep ies to'that, from _ poſture to another, 
everyday almoſt bringing forth its new model of 
g nent: they-could findnoeale or reſt,could fix 


- W 


_ nowhere;till they ſettled upon'their old Bafis again. | 
{I haye notpre6d/too much upon your:-pati- 
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ence, give me leaye Very briefly ; wich s" Infe- 
Tence or two from what has been ones Br 
if the care of the Watchman be not 1uincient, | 
ot God alſo keep the City, It much concerns vs 
_ | ayer us, eſpecially w ſtorwy 
the Earth are under 
ſhall we do toe 
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that areaſhamed of Him and his Cauſe, of ſuch He 
has declared that He will be aſhamed Zefore hs Lun, 
Father andthe holy tngels. The Laws of God are 

the Laws of the Kingdom ; let Magiſtrates look to 

the Crown and Scepter from whence they receive 
their Commiſſion, they will find the Croſs there 
advanced; the Badge of Him who is our Kings 
King, and from whem all Authority is deriv'd. 

' 3. We have ſeen that if God has a more particu- 
larregard for any Nation, it is for the ſake of his 
Church and true Religion amongſt them. The 
Church is the Pa//adimm, the ſafeguard of the State, 
the beft way therefore to ſecure the State, is to pre- 
 ferve the Church in its pority, and ſo conformable 
to the primitive pattern, as God may know it to be. 
his own Church, and not be proyoked to remove 
his Candleſtick from us. Tho' the Spiritual curſe 
thereof would not perhaps be much regarded by . 
hardend finners, yet let ſuch know that the Tem- 
poral Guard and Fence of the Nation, goes along 
with the Candleſtick, and God leaves ſuch a Nation 
to its own confuftons or the rayage of its Enemies. 

Hiſtory and experience abundantly confirm this. 
When the Jews forſook God, God forſook them. 
The Angel of the preſence departedout of the Tem- ' 
ple-with a loud voice, ſaying, Le? us be gone hence, 5:7 & 
as their own Hiſtorian informs us. And then pre- £77 
ſently 'follow d that fearful deftru&ion, ſuch re- 


- - Serpch Dreached at "5 


= "oa TI of the world, nor ſhall be till the day of Y 
-* Judgement: We might callin for witneſs dll thoſe 
Countries where Chriſtianity once flouriſh'd; ;places 
which were once famous in Hiſtory and renown'd ; 
but fince their degeneracy and falling off from the 
_ faith, they have continued for many years.in ob- 
ſcurity. anl.flavery, and their Countries in great 
meaſure, deſolated, are become an habitation for 
Thieves and Robbers, for Owls and Jackals. To be 
ſure the more we have been Gods: favourites, the 
worſe will our condition be-when he comes to caſt 
us off. Nothing provokes more than. deſpiſed fa- 
vours, Tou only have I Rgawn of all the families of 
the earth, therefore will I puniſh you for all your 
zniquities ;punith you with anemphaſis. -4nos 3. 2. 
What, the meaſure. of a Nations 1niquities 1s, I 
know not, He only can tell, who knows how far 
He will be pleasd to extend his own mercies.” Moſt 
certainly where. the light of the Goſpel ſhines 
brighteſt, the date of Mercy will ſooneſt there be 
out, if not complied with. If ſo, I am afraid we 
may. read-our 'own deftiny, and I almoſt tremble 
to. enquire into.1t. | 
Tho my ſelfan unworthy Member of the Order 
I muſt do my.; brethren ' that right as:to own, that 
the Goſpel of Chriſt was:neverfince the Apoſtolick 
. age more : lubflantzlly: and uſefully preach'd, than 
in this our age and Nation, and the Preſs too did 


. Never more abound with piqusand. diſcreet prafti. (| 
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cal diſcourſes. And yet toour hortid ſhame, never 
did: wickedneſs more abound, and. this not com- 


 . mon wickedneſs; for it is not enough now to be 


wicked, except it be in a way of triumph over Re- 
ligion. Vice inſults amongſt us, it is the part of vir- 
tue to bluſh:and ſneak. The Devil ſeems to be here 
trying his maſter-piece, and ſhewing to what 


heighth he can poflibly advance his Kingdom of 


darkneſs in the midft of the greateſt Goſpel light; 
as tho' it were his ambition tonoſe God in his own 
Kingdom, where Chriſt appeats moſt ofall to reign, 
and. to bid defiance to Him ;: ſo impudently do's 
vice rage in our ſtreets. 

Scarce do s a good Man now dare to venture into 
a mix'd company, for fear 'vf having ſome horrid 
oath, or ſome helliſh curſe belch'd into his face ; 
it 1s great odds but he hears the name of God pre- 
ſently blaſphem'd,- or ſome lewd dull jeft upon a 
facred text of Scripture, or ſome ſuch filthy diſ- 


courſe as Sodom would have bluſh't at. Andas tho' * 


Gomorrha and all that curſed Siſterhood were 
ſprung again. out of their aſhes, and tranſplanted 
into Ex2/and: we may ſee bargains forluſts driven 
in our ſtreets, and the family-whore as publickly 
own'd, perhaps jointur'd as the wife. And do not 
theſe things call aloud.'for ſome ſpeedy remedy ? 
For the Cities ſake, for God the keeper of the Cities 
ſake we begg it. | TE 


| -- Andyct this is notall; tho' @ wicked life be the F 
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worſt of Herefies, yet to.carry onall the defpite that 
Hell can poſſibly manage againſt God, our Age and 
Nation grows now alſo infamous for the greateft 
Hereſies. The conceited grinning Atheiſt laughs 
at/ the belief of a God, and ſcornfully pities the 
D wore yn eee? A ' For great 1s the - 


|  powerof azeſtin heads, neither good ſenſe or 
reaſoncan ſtand againſt it. The malice of others 
is particularly bent againſt the Son of God, for at- 
tempting to ſave them from eternal vgs Fray 
under the title of Theiſts deny his being, and de- 
ny his Goſpel as a Fable, others make Cabals againſt 
His Godhead, and upon —_ or other, the 
whole blefled Zra2wty is ſcofied at as aMonfter. And + 
all this, 'hefides a ſwarm of innumerable croaking 
Sets amongſt us, who haye ſome of them deſtroy'd 


all difference between good and evil, and have :|- 


weeded the moſt frantick. opinions, and wildeſt 
dreams into theirReligion. And dare we ſtill plead 
 ourpriviledge with Godas His Church, and claim 
| therightotbeing his fayourites? All our hope then 
- 15, That thereare ſtill ſome righteous left in Sodom, 
. fomewhoſtandin the gap, who by their prayers 
and tears inſecret, |do ſcreen the Nation from ven- 
geance, do-wreftle with God and prevail not to caſt 
us yetout of His proteftion. * To conclude. 
 . . Laſtly, If God keep the City, with what confi- 
| dencemay a good people triumph in'their keeper ? 


1 but take care to. continue His favour - | 


&:- a condition; bt 


''Þ thing to diſturb the cheerfulneſs, the gaiety of 


FY righteous Judgments ; but the name of their God 
\. | + to them a ſtrong Tower, [hey run 70 'it and 
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to them, -what can in reafon affright or diſmay 
them? Fear of any thing befides' God feems in- 
confiſtent with the Chri/7:2# faith, even mm the 
midſt of the moſt prefling eminent dangers. - Pe- 
fer was ſharply rebuked as one of Mfc faith, for mat. 
. fearing when juſt finking, almoſt ſwallowed up by 3* 
the Sea. Their cafe cannot be deſperate or with- 
out remedy, who have a God engaged to reſcne 
and defend them. Nothing but fin can be the 
ruine of ſuch a people, as -4h:or wilely told Ho- 
ioferzes, It is vans io affanit them, it their God Judith x 
be not firſt angry with them, it is kicking againſt **** 
the pricks. Mppy are the people that are im fach 
| -are the people who have the 
Lord for their God. In perpetual triumphs they 
ſecurely live, rejoycing 1n the Lord always. No- 
- thing to cloud the ſerenity of their minds; no- 


their humours; nothing tos damp the briskneſs- of 
their delights, their full fatisfaftion in their God 
and Patron. Let them hut pray, and Kings with 

- their Armies fly, and they divide the ſpoil. They 
_ only ftand ſtill and ſee the Salvation of their God 
in the confuſion of their Enemies. They as upon 
a ſafe ſhore ſit viewing thoſe ſtorms with which 
the world is toſs'd ; ſpeRtators of the deſtrudtion 
and calamities of finners, and approving of Gods 
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Under; their TVinoand Fame they 
entertai 'themſelyes, with ſongs ie: 
hankſpiving ; telling their pleaſant wan of all - 
 Geds wonderful works and mighty: deliverances, - 
. -: Rejoycing always in His Salvation, and- in the- 
NT nameof their God ſetting up'their Banners. "Thus 
38.1t with the City: which: God keeps, ſo:ſhall-it 
be.with the people which the w_ of NEO: de- 
dan FR Os we” Tky 
Glory be tothe Father. and 1ofhe Son, andre the 
Hop Gloft: 
CAS it was in the beginnitig, is 10; and ever 
| Hallbe, world without 5s, Amen. "=>" 
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